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Abstract 
Post cokonial feminist theories give a new perspective to feminlsm as they talk about the plight of the women in an oppressed or imperialised society. The wormen seemed to have undergone double colonisation', once by the ideas ol the coloniser and again by the patriarchal society they lived in. Even in the efforts to revive the societys identity and lost culture, 3s a postcolonial reaction, women had to fight to carve their own place and status. This fight of the women within their own oppressed society led them to a realisatlon. It dawned upon the women of the colonies and the third world countries that their ldeas ol feminism cannot be drawn from the 'middle class, Euro-centric feminist movements. Their right was different They realised that the women of different societies had to search for theit identity in their own society. This gave an individualistic tone and native fervour to the women writers of differ ent societies. his research paper alms to ldentiy the feminist ideas, the cultural fervour and individualism in the poerms of Kamala Das Key words: Postcolonialfeminism; Kamala Das; Feminism; Post colonialism 

Introduction 

Postcolonial Teminism isa relatively modern subject that speaks about the needs of the third world women. It s the representationo the lives and pights of the non-western women of different countries addressed trom the cultural social, politial and economic viewpoints of their own countries. It takes intoo ccount the effect of long-term imperialism and colonis.ation o their countny and their people. It is the struggle of the women who undergo doubie Colonsation, 0ppressian of their own patriarchal society as well as the imperialistic ideas of the coloniser, In simple terms, postcolonlal Teminism can be called as a subset of ferminism or post colonialism. Dut it is more than that. Itis a reaction against the western feminist ideas as wel as the postcolonial dicourses of their country that failed. to cover the gender issues. Postcolonlal ferninism ik an active contributor to both feminism as well as post colanialism, 
Feminism and Postcolonlal Feminlsm 

Ferninism, as movemen, primarily evolved rom the strvggles ot the white western rmiddle class women. It addressed their needs, In dilfferent phases o history, that include soffrage, equal pay for work, and the reproductive and senval rights.of wornen. The ideas were based an the sender equalty ánd equal rights for men and women The Euro-American feninists consudered the third world wiamen t the victims of 9pDression by a society which is characterised by cutural and socal backwardi es The third world women did not know what they were going thovgh and they needed to be enightened and rescued, The western feminlats tled to bring the sues of the third wond wornen to be deat with undee the wings of he siiterbood They attempred so poly the ideas of rghts' and 'equaliy as the needs of Ihee wormen thit agal eided ud at another faem of pecaliim oo the vid world wonen They wee torged wion Teninist ideas nd the Sdei woman' inmage a did not sar them p/ cater ta inr preds, In pe couse of tma a was re dlised that the theories of utthoienn to rpipin he ghas ef the wongA CrOi the erla Ai Mohantyi99t1 oolet 
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